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CONNECTICUT PTA 2016
PUBLIC POLICY AGENDA

Connecticut PTA will work with the Connecticut General Assembly and Administration to
advance policy in the following areas to ensure that all children reach their highest potential.

Family Engagement in Education

CT PTA supports requirements that higher education
Institutions include parent involvement/family and
community engagement in education certification
programs to increase capacity for culturally competent
family engagement practices to increase student
achievement.

CT PTA supports the expansion of family engagement
initiatives that begin at birth, both in the home and in
other early learning environments, to ensure coordi-
nated family engagement throughout childhood.

Professional Development

CT PTA supports professional development for all
teachers and certified personnel in areas of parent
involvement and family and community engagement.

Education Funding

CT PTA supports providing access to a well-rounded
curricula and quality instruction for all students.

CT PTA advocates the rejection of any proposal to
divert public funding from public schools.

Computer Science Education

CT PTA recognizes that, by 2018 over half of all
STEM jobs in CT will be in computing professions*
and if our students are going to be competitive as
they enter the work force they must have a strong
background in STEM and especially in Computer
Science.

CT PTA supports examining the current high
school requirements and at a minimum making
computer science a math and/or science elective
including AP Computer Science.

CT PTA supports the development of programs
and technology that will allow all students to have
access to a high-quality Computer Science Educa-
tion and encourages teacher training and
professional development that will allow those
courses to be taught by highly qualified teachers.

CT PTA supports the development of education
materials that will help parents and students
understand the importance of computer science
education with the goal of increasing student
involvement and STEM learning outcomes,

*The Alliance for Science & Technology Research in
America ( ASTRA), 2014.
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Juvenile Justice and
Delinquency Prevention

CT PTA supports protecting the rights of children and
youth involved in the justice system continues to be an
area of importance for CT PTA.

CT PTA supports family and community-based alterna-
tives to incarceration which are less expensive to
taxpayers and more effective than detention, which
frequently leads to the interruption of education,
children failing to return to school after release, and
future delinquency.

Early Childhood Education

CT PTA supports state incentives for high-quality child
care and preschool programs that are affordable and
accessible, coordinated at all levels, characterized by
high standards for teaching, training, health and safety
and incorporating strong family engagement
components.

CT PTA encourages local school districts to use Title |
ESEA-NCLB funding to support high-quality early
childhood education programs for eligible children age
0to 5.

Special Education

CT PTA advocates to ensure that all students
graduate from High School college and career
ready and that the rights of children with
disabilities and their parents are fully protected.

CT PTA supports requirements that teachers, both
general and special education, know how to
respond to behavior problems with positive
behavioral interventions and supports (PBIS ).

School Safety

School safety is a crucial component of effective
learning. PTA believes that the safety of children
and faculty in all school settings is a fundamental
right.

CT PTA supports legislation which encourages and
sets basic standards for a healthy and respectful
school climate that allows students to be free from
bullying and harassment, and that uses proven
approaches of positive and preventive classroom
management.

OTHER INITIATIVES

NON PARTISAN BOARDS OF EDUCATION
CHILD HEALTH AND NUTRITION
EDUCATION STANDARDS

The Connecticut Parent Teacher Association, with over 40,000 members, is the state’s largest
volunteer child advocacy organization. CT PTA believes that every child must be provided with a
well-rounded, high-quality education, which will ensure that all children have the opportunity to
reach their full potential and become productive members of society. Access to a free public
education is the most effective method of securing this opportunity, and should
not be denied to any child.

For additional information, please contact Connecticut PTA at

Connecticut

(203) 691-9585 or email us office@ctpta.org.

www.ctpta.oprg




