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WELCOME TO CLUB GETAWAY
The Premier Sports, Fun & Adventure

Destination in the Northeast
As seen on Bravo TV

WHY CLUB GETAWAY ?

WE’VE PERFECTED THE ART OF GETTING
AWAY

For over 45 years, we’ve welcomed
travelers from all over the world to

our premier adventure camp,
located on a 300-acre, lakeside

property in Kent, Connecticut.
At Club Getaway, we are dedicated

to creating unforgettable
experiences of comfort and

relaxation, of exhilaration and
adventure, of blissful moments with

friends, both old and new.

Club Getaway 59 South Kent Road, Kent, CT 06757 
Phone: 860-579-1591

clubgetaway.com

tel:1%20860-579-1591


           
    I am delighted to welcome you to the Connecticut Parent
Teacher Association (PTA) Annual Symposium &  Expo. This
event presents a valuable opportunity to engage with fellow

PTA leaders and gain insights that will further our shared
vision. Your dedication is instrumental in helping every child
realize their full potential. We hope the Symposium & Expo

provides you with the resources and inspiration to strengthen
family and community engagement, and to advocate

effectively on behalf of all children.
 Your dedication is much appreciated! 

Judy Goldberg
CT PTA President

Message From the President

2025-2027 Executive Board

  Judy Goldberg.........................................................................................President
  Sarah O'Dell..................................................................................President Elect
  Kathy Brown....................................................................Secretary/Treasurer
  Lisa LaBelle...........................................................................VP of Membership
  Jim Accomando.....................................................................VP of Advocacy
  Melinda Gladden.................................. VP of Inclusivity and Inclusion



of

125
Years

ADVOCATING
For CHILDREN

Our Mission & Values of PTA

PTA’s Mission is to make every child’s
potential a reality by engaging and

empowering families and
communities to

 advocate for all children

Collaboration
Commitment
Diversity
Respect
Accountability

The Parent Teacher Association 

Membership is open to anyone who believes in the
mission and purposes of the Parent Teacher Association. 
 Individual members my belong to any number of PTA’s

and pay dues in each. Every person who joins a local PTA
automatically becomes a member of both 

Connecticut and National PTA



Signature Sponsor

Platinum 

Connecticut PTA Thanks Our
Sponsors!!

Gold Sponsors

Silver Sponsor
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99 PLEDGES

ACTIVE LITERATURE

ANNIE C COURTNEY
      FOUNDATION

ALZHEIMER'S ASSOCIATION

APEX

ARTS FOR LEARING

BENS LIGHTHOUSE

BRIDGEPORT ISLANDERS

CIRCUS SPLENIFEROUS LLC.

CLUB GETAWAY
CT ASSOCIATION OF 

      SCHOOL LIBRIANS

Exhibitors
Nutmeg Ballroom
Exhibitors

Nutmeg Ballroom

Proud Sponsors
AIM Insurance

Irvin Simon Photographers
CT YMCA

MCM Fundraising

CT PTA

ENGINEERING WONDER

FURRY SCALY FRIENDS

MATICA CIRCUS, LLC

OUTDOOR CLASSROOM

PLAYFUL ENGINEERS

ROUGE BEAR PRESS
SCHOOL NUTRUTION

      ASSOCIATION

SHAKESPERIENCE 
       PRODUCTIONS, INC.

STATEWIDE FAMILY
      ENGAGEMENT

GET MOVIN’ FUNDRAISING



AIM Insurance
12221 Merit Drive #1670 Dallas TX 75251

99 Pledges
555 Bryant St, #400, Palo Alto, CA

Tracy Housewright

Company Website
https://aim@aim-companies.com/

Email
aim@aim-companies.com

Phone
800-876-4044

Association Insurance Management
(AIM) provides coverage for activities

such as concession stands, car
washes, t-shirt sales, fun runs,

carnivals and other parent group
sponsored activities.

Steve Peirce

Company Website
99pledges.com

Email
steve@99pledges.com

Phone
650-594-6122

99Pledges is a free, online fundraising
platform that can be used for any type

of activity. Double what you have
raised doing it yourself, keep 

95% to 98%!

SIGNATURE SPONSOR  of CT PTA

https://aim-companies.com/
https://aim-companies.com/


Active Literature

Alzheimer Association

Jeff Nathan

Company Website
ActiveLiterature.com

Email
jeff@Active-Literature.com

Phone
978-886-0866

The world's easiest way to flow money in
from throughout the US.

No selling, pledging, collecting,
inventory, or delivery. Just a

 multi-award-winning unique, fun way
for students

 to get excited about reading.

Esther Pearl

Company Website
alz.org/CT

Email
epearl@alz.org

Phone
860-362-0966

200 Executive Blvd Suite 4B, Southington, CT  06489

The Alzheimer’s Association is a
worldwide voluntary health organization
dedicated to Alzheimer’s care, support
and research. We offer free education
and support.  Visit alz.org or call 24/7

Helpline: 800.272.3900. 

119 Haverhill Street, Andover, MA 01810



Annie C. Courtney Foundation

Tom Moore

Company Website
Anniec.org

Email
tom.moore@anniec.org

Phone

475-235-2184

Annie C, in collaboration with CT DCF,
raises awareness about the 3,400

children/teens in foster care and the
URGENT need for foster families.
Please visit our booth for more

information on how to help.

15 Boyden St. #8 Waterbury, CT 06704

APEX Leadership Company
29 Lake Street, Unionville, CT  06085

Sean P. Gildea

Company Website
www.apexleadershipco.com

Email
seang@apexleadershipco.com

Phone
860-324-7133

Educational and Inspirational Leadership
and Fitness Inspired Fundraising Program

for Schools, Sports and Clubs Including Fun
Runs, Dance-a-thons and Endless Event

Opportunities!  We Handle 90% Of The Work
So You Don't Have To! 



Arts For Learning CT

Jed Kornbluh

Company Website
www.aflct.org

Email
Jkornbluh@aflct.org

Phone
203-230-8101

One Evergreen Avenue, Suite 33 Hamden CT 06518

Arts for Learning Connecticut (AFLCT) is
dedicated to inspiring young people and
expanding their learning through the arts.
Serving nearly 70,000 students across the

state, AFLCT offers a diverse range of
programs, including cultural performances,
creative workshops, integrated residencies,
and teacher professional development, in

classrooms and community institutions
throughout Connecticut. By collaborating

with professional Teaching Artists and
community partners, AFLCT ensures that all
children, regardless of background or ability

to pay, have access to quality arts
education experiences.

Ben’s Lighthouse
2 Washington Square, Newtown, CT 06470

Twyla Hafermann

Company Website
www.benslighthouse.org

Email
thafermann@benslighthouse.org

Phone
203-491-2848

The Isle of Skoo, an interactive program,
incorporates social emotional themes
through storytelling, puppetry, music,
and movement.  Children learn self-
awareness, coping skills and to share

their light with others.  



Bridgeport Islanders

Maggie Howard

Company Website
bridgeportislanders.com

Email
Maggie.Howard@bridgeport

islanders.com

Phone
203-345-4853 

Join us...
for an exciting opportunity to perform
in front of a crowd, fundraise for your
school and enjoy a fun filled, family
affordable night out everyone will

remember.

Circus Splendiferous LLC

Mickey Lonsdale

Company Website:
https://circussplendiferous.com/

Email
circussplendiferous@gmail.com

Phone
334-328-2475

Circus Splendiferous is a
professional circus
company offering
professional and

educational shows,
programs and
entertainment.



Club Getaway
59 S Kent Road, Kent CT 06757

Club Getaway Operating CO LLC

Company Website
www.clubgetaway.com

Email
pauline@clubgetaway.com

Phone
860-927-3664

Outdoor adventures, team
challenges, and over 40 exciting

activities—our programs build unity,
confidence, and fun for students of

all ages, with expert guides and
healthy meals included!

CT Association of School Librarians

Valerie DiLorenzo
president@ctcasl.org

Jenny Lussier
pastpresident@ctcasl.org

Company Website
www.ctcasl.org

4 Wotton Lane Burlington, CT 06013

The Connecticut Association of
School Librarians is a volunteer

organization focused on
collaborating to advance student
learning. Reading amazing books,
inquiry & technology are a few of

our favorite things!

mailto:president@ctcasl.org
mailto:pastpresident@ctcasl.org


CT-RI YMCA
Chris Pallatto

Company Website
ct-ri-ymca.org

Email
cpallatto@ct-ri-ymca.org

At the Y, you’ll find more than just a place to work out. 
With opportunities to connect with neighbors and give

back to your community, you’ll discover a greater 
sense of purpose, too.

SILVER LEVEL Sponsor of CT PTA

Engineering Wonder

Peter Boie

Company Website
www.engineeringwonder.show

Email
peter@engineeringwonder.show

Phone
800-643-2924

33 Riverwynde Dr Arundel ME 04046

Engineering Wonder is a STEM infused
magic show to inspire the engineer in

everyone! Inspire your students to
learn, be creative in STEM and to

wonder what is possible.



Furry Scaly Friends
Marisa Nitsch

Company Website
furryscalyfriends.com

Email
furryscalyfriends@gmail.com

Phone
914-439-5496

11 Lee Road, Prospect, CT 06712

Furry Scaly Friends promotes respect for nature by
allowing children and adults to discover, ask questions,

and interact with unique animals up close at each
event.

CT PTA says THANK YOU!!.... 



MATICA CIRCUS

Heidi Kirchofer

Company Website
Maticaarts.com

Email
Maticaarts@gmail.com

Phone
860-309-0306

 

Matica delivers a high energy circus
show featuring juggling, a tall unicycle

many hula hoops and Kinesthetic
curriculum linked residencies: whole
body math and capoeira to get kids

moving, thinking,and inspired.

221 Burlington Road Harwinton CT

Irvin Simon Photographers

Katy Schneider

Company Website
irvinsimon.com

Email
katy@irvinsimon.com

Phone
475-269-8123

Irvin Simon has been a trusted photographer in
school communities throughout the tri-state

area for over 75 years. From personalized
service to easy online ordering, we’re

committed to guiding Connecticut schools
through a Picture Day experience they’ll be

proud of.

GOLD LEVEL Sponsor
 of CT PTA



Outdoor Classroom
9 Cody Road, Freedom, NH 03836

Rachael Ross

Company Website
www.outdoorclassroom.com

Email
info@outdoorclassroom.com

Phone
603-539-8053

Welcome to Outdoor Classroom!
Step beyond the classroom and into the

great outdoors with Outdoor Classroom. Our
programs inspire students to thrive by

connecting them with the natural beauty of
New England. Through hands-on,

experiential learning, students build critical
thinking skills, foster teamwork, and discover
a deeper appreciation for the world around
them. With a fresh approach to education,

Outdoor Classroom offers meaningful,
screen-free opportunities that engage

students like never before.

MCM Fundraising

Here at MCM Fundraising, we believe
that by exceeding your expectations,
we will build the solid partnership you
deserve. With exceptional customer

service that takes the guesswork out of
running a successful campaign and

premium products as our highest
priorities, we make the fundraising

process: 
Easy… Profitable… Unique!

Mark Lanz

Company Website
mcmfundraising.com

Email
mcmteam@mcmfundraising.com

Phone
860-375-8138

672 Dart Hill Rd Vernon, CT 06066

SILVER LEVEL Sponsor of CT PTA

mailto:info@outdoorclassroom.com
mailto:info@outdoorclassroom.com


Jason Edwards

Company Website
https//www.interactive-library-adventures.com

Email
Programs@roguebearpress.com

Phone
914-437-7628

 

ROGUE BEAR InterACTIVE ADVENTURES
703 Pondside Drive White Plains, NY 10607

Children LEARN by DOING, so
Rogue Bear InterACTIVE
Adventures produces
captivating, hands-on

educational enrichment
programs in which the KIDS are

the STARS of the SHOW!

Playful Engineers
310 Montague Rd, Amherst, MA 01002

Jay Mankita

Company Website
playfulengineers.com

Email
jay@playfulengineers.com

Phone
413-627-3145

Playful Engineers Traveling Maker Space:
Our open-ended, play-based STEAM

workshops are a perfect fit for
Connecticut's play-based learning

initiative. School day, after-school, or
fantastic family night!



Statewide Family Engagement Center

Veronica Marion, Ed.D

CREC Resource Group
CREC (Capitol Region Education

Council)

Email:
vmarion@crec.org 

Company Website
 www.crec.org

Phone:
 860-310-8228

123 Progress Drive, Wethersfield, CT, 06109

Connecting People and Resources for
Quality Education

Since 1966, the Capitol Region Education
Council (CREC), working with and for its
member districts, has developed a wide
array of cost-effective and high-quality

programs and services to meet the
educational needs of children and adults

 in Greater Hartford.

School Nutrition 
2842 Main St #362, Glastonbury, CT

Stephanie Deason, MS, RD, SNS
Director of Food Services,
Stonington Public Schools

Company Website
snact.org

Email
execdir@snact.org

Phone
203-927-1431

The School Nutrition Association of
Connecticut (SNACT) is a state affiliate of
the National School Nutrition Association.

SNACT has been advancing the availability,
quality and acceptance of school nutrition

programs as an integral part of the
educational experience since 1949. We are
a professional organization representing
500 members and more than 50% of all

school districts. Ensuring that every student
has access to nutritious meals that are vital
to their academic success and well-being,

regardless of their financial situation,
 is our top priority. 

mailto:vmarion@crec.org
http://www.crec.org/


Jessica Gaddis

Company Website:
www.shakesperience.org

Email
management@

shakesperienceproductions.org

Phone
203-754-2531

Shakesperience delivers cross-
curricular educational programs

directly to your school. We take the
STEAM (science, technology,

engineering, arts, and
mathematics) approach to

workshops & performances based
on literature for addressing multiple

intelligences.

Shakesperience Productions, Inc.
117 Bank Street Waterbury CT 06702

Get Movin’ Fundraising

Deidre Roy

Company Website
Getmovinfundraising.com

Email
Deidre@getmovinfundraising.com

Phone
617-834-5988

Get Movin' Fundraising leads the way in
easy, profitable event fundraising.

Whether it's a Fun Run, Read-Athon,
Dance-Athon, or Cash Drive, our

experienced team provides personalized
coaching and FundHub, a 5-star

donation platform with 35+ mobile-
friendly features.

http://www.shakesperience.org/






In the Spring of 1946, Irvin Simon
founded a small photography studio
in the basement of his house. With an
unwavering commitment to quality

he set out to establish the gold
standard for children’s school

photography. More than 75 years
later this commitment still stands,
and schools continue to recognize
Irvin Simon Photographers as the

industry leader. The company is still
family-owned and operated, and is
located in Long Island, New York, not
far from Irvin Simon’s original home.
With smiles you can count on since

1946, we are big enough to meet your
needs and small enough to care.

Picture Day Experts

We know what it takes to make a
fun and easy picture day

experience for all. We offer the
highest level of service in the

industry featuring:
1. Dedicated Account Manager

responsible for making sure
every picture day goes great!

2. Dedicated Customer Care team
standing by to resolve any

parent questions.
3. Picture Day Toolkit™ with

posters, flyers, and your Picture
Day Planning Guide™.

"Your photographer worked so well with the children – she was
funny, engaging and took the time to work with each child to

capture a perfect portrait."
— ECDC Kaleidoscope

irvinsimon.com
475-269-8123

School Photos
Senior Portraits
Freestyle Portraits
Camps, Sports & Families
Great Yearbooks Start Here

https://www.irvinsimon.com/our-photos-programs/school-photos/
https://www.irvinsimon.com/our-photos-programs/senior-portraits/
https://www.irvinsimon.com/our-photos-programs/freestyle-portraits/
https://www.irvinsimon.com/our-photos-programs/camps-sports-families/
https://www.irvinsimon.com/our-photos-programs/yearbooks-2/




Find out how Your School
Can Participate

Multiple ways to enter!!

Visit of State Reflections
Chair in Our Expo Hall

Today

 Scholarships are awarded annually!!

The Carol P. Duggan Nutmeg PTA Scholarship 
The Joseph Pearson Book Stipend 

The Janet E. Petkus Grant - funded by Carol Duggan's family

The scholarship and book stipend are by application through the
guidance departments of the Connecticut PTA/PTSA high schools.
One applicant per PTA/PTSA per award from each school will be

accepted. The student must be planning a non-teaching career in
service to children.

Want more Information?  Contact office@CTPTA.ORG

Join Today .....Support Future Scholarships!!!

CT PTA is Proud to have
5 National Winners in 2025!!!!!

Reflections



FREE for your PTA 
Collect Memberships

Organize Fundraisers
Submit Required Documents

Interested??  Contacted
Office@CTPTA.Org

Savings of $1,000

Givebacks is a platform that
helps PTAs engage their

supporters, raise money online,
and build up their community

CT PTA would like to help you
recognize that exceptional

Educator!

An official announcement with full
details and dates will be sent to you

shortly

Save The date - A Celebration of
winners will be held May 3, 2026

CT PTA’s Annual 
Educators Awards
CT PTA’s Annual 

Educators Awards





TIME EVENT PRESENTERS LOCATION NOTES

8:15 Registration CT PTA BOD Hotel Lobby

8:30 Coffee Hallway

8:45
Opening
Remarks

Judy Goldberg
President CT PTA

Grand
Ballroom

All PTA
Leaders

9-10:00 am
Keynote

“Ask yourself
“WHY”

Deborah Walsh
Past National  PTA

Manager, Membership

Grand
Ballroom

All PTA
Leaders

10:00-
11:00

Officer
Training

Judy Goldberg
Kathy Brown

Grand
Ballroom

PTAs I-Z

10:00-
11:00

Expo Hall
Nutmeg 
Ballroom

PTAs A-H

11:00-
12:00

Officer
Training

Judy Goldberg
Kathy Brown

Grand
Ballroom

PTAs A-H

11:00-
12:00

Expo Hall
Nutmeg

Ballroom
PTAs I-Z

12:15-
12:55pm

Lunch 

1:00pm-2pm
Advocacy/

Keynote
Deborah Walsh

Jim Accomando
Grand

Ballroom
All PTA
Leaders

2:00- 
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Symposium & Expo

Agenda 

Grants & Give Aways in the Expo Hall

 Expo Hall is Open During Lunch !!

60 Wellington Road Suite F Milford CT 06461
203-891-6140


