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Sept. 15
How to read and understand the IEP document



Presenter:  Harriet Clark

· The importance of the recommendations
· What is the Prior Written Notice?
· Present levels of academic and functional performance
· Measurable Goals and Objectives
· Accommodations and modifications
Sept. 22
Speech/Language Impairment and Language Disabilities



Presenter: Diana B. Newman, PhD., CCC-SP/L

· Early indicators of trouble
· The interface of oral language and literacy
· Phonological awareness
· Higher order language skills
Sept. 29
NO CLASS – ROSH HASHANA

Oct. 6

Psycho-educational Evaluations 



Presenter:  Michael Alfano, PhD

· An overview of ability and achievement tests
· What skills do these tests assess?
· How to understand all those numbers
· Using the results to determine eligibility 
· New guidelines on identifying SLD
Oct. 13

Reading Disabilities: Myths, Realities, and Research-based Instruction



Presenter:  Margie B. Gillis, Ed.D.

· How children learn to read
· Why reading is difficult for many
· How reading research should inform instruction
· The five (plus two more) components of comprehensive literacy instruction
Oct. 20

A new model of intervention - SRBI



Presenter:  State Department of Education Representative

· What is SRBI and RTI?
· How does SRBI relate to special education?
· Aim lines, progress monitoring and adequate yearly progress
· Improving instruction
Oct. 27

Independent neuropsychological evaluations 



Presenter: Christina Ciocca

· When is a neuropsych recommended?
· How does it differ from a psych-ed. evaluation?
· What neurological areas are evaluated?
· The role of recommendations
Nov. 3

Behavior Modification 


Presenter: Nicole M. Smith, MA BCBA
· Who is a qualified Behaviorist
· What is a FBA?
· What should a BIP look like?
· Educational planning

Nov.10

Assistive technology consultation or evaluation



Presenter: TBA
· What’s the difference between a consult and evaluation
· Low tech and high tech supports
· Training, hardware and software concerns
· Use in reading/written expression disabilities
Nov. 17

ADHD- The modulation of a attention and impulse control



Presenter: Hank Lerner M. Ed, NCC, LPC, ABVE-D

· What is ADHD
· How is it diagnosed.
· Why medication, and what's the gold standard of treatment
· Home and school based strategies
Nov. 24

NO CLASS - THANKSGIVING

Dec. 1

Study Skills



Presenter: Cynthia Cordes

· Text Materials
· Organizing Information
· Vocabulary
· Written Expression
Dec. 8
Secondary Transition Planning


Presenter: Patricia Anderson

·  Changes in secondary transition at the local, state and federal levels
·  Developing quality transition goals and objectives
·  Importance of transition planning in the IEP

Dec. 15

Procedural Safeguards – complaints, mediation, hearings



Presenter: Gerry McMahon, Esq.

· Have you read your procedural safeguards?
· What do I do if I disagree with the school team?
· Complaint, mediation, resolution meeting, advisory opinion, hearing – 
    

      what does it all mean?

· Do I need a lawyer?

Dec. 15 cont.
12:30 – 1:30 Q & A

Presenters: LDA of CT Panel of Advisors


