
 How many people do you know in your community?                  

Walk through your local grocery store on a Sunday afternoon.  You get home 

hours later when you just left the house for milk!  Why?  Because all of your PTA 

friends are shopping also!   

 Being involved in PTA makes us all better leaders, better people and YES a 

better advocate for the things we all believe in. 

 Why stay involved in PTA?  We all know this organization and the volunteers 

committed to this organization  care deeply about the education and well being of 

all children.  Together we find VALUE in working to ensure that every child has 

the opportunity to achieve their greatest potential. 

 While not every parent is as involved as others, every parent is an important 

component to the success of their childŪs future.  Parents deserve the opportunity 

to be a part of the decisions made about educating their child and the children in 

their community.   

 As a PTA leader or member, you may ask yourself, how has PTA 

contributed to YOUR life?  How does your PTA contribute to the lives of the 

children in your school and community?  How do you get others to see the PTA 

vision and advocate for a better future for all children?   Communicate the 

difference that PTA makes in your schools and community!  Encourage others to 

step up and discover the PTA difference. 

March Madness! 
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OUR KIDS 

OUR FUTURE 

Sunday, March 14th                        

Daylight Savings Begins! 

Saturday, March 20th                   

Spring Begins! 

State Convention     

April 8th /9th       

Trumbull Marriott  

                        

ARE YOU COMING TO YOUR STATE CONVENTION?????  

See Inside this Newsletter for Convention Happenings! 

Remember, CT PTA State Convention is a legitimate PTA expense! 

Hope to see all Executive Board Members attend! 

Questions, call your state office at 203-281 -6617  

Great Vendors! Prizes, Gifts, 

Friends and so 

much more! 

Speakers      

Comedian!- 

Great Laughs 

Workshops! 

Your State Staff 

wants to meet you! 



6:00 -  6:45 pm  Registration Main Foyer of Convention Center 

6:30 ŧ 9:00 pm  Student Roundtable Discussion   

7:00 ŧ 8:00 pm  Dinner w/ National Rep Merritt Room  

8:15 ŧ 9:30 pm  Inclusiveness ŧ Every Child, One Voice Merritt Room  

8:00 ï 10:00 am Registration & Continental Breakfast Main Foyer & Salons D,E,F,G 

8:00 am ï 4:00 pm Exhibit Hall Salons D,E,F,G 

9:00 ï 10:00 am Hillcrest Middle School Afterschool Orchestra 
Hillcrest Choraleers 
Hillcrest Jazz Ensemble 

Salons A,B,C 

9:15 ï 9:45 am Explanation on bylaw changes Salons A,B,C 

10:00 ï 10:30 am Welcome 
Membership Awards Presentation 

Salons A,B,C 

10:30 ï 11:30 am Workshops 

¶ A1 ï Our History is our Future 

¶ A2 ïHow School Counselors Help All Students    

Succeed 

¶ A3 ï Does No mean No or does it mean Maybe? 

  
Augusta 

Hartford, Concord, Boston 
  

Montpelier - Providence 

11:30 ï 11:45 am Break   

11:45 am ï 12:55 pm Lunch 
Keynote Dena Blizzard 
 Deputy Commissioner of Education-                 

George Coleman 
  

Salons A,B,C 

12:55 ï 2:00 pm General Session 
Bylaw Changes 
  

Salons A,B,C 

2:00 ï 2:30 pm Break   

2:30 ï 3:30 pm Workshops 

¶ B1 ï Special Education Law: 

¶ B2 ï Media Training 

¶ B3 ï Male Involvement not just Membership 

  
Augusta 

Hartford, Concord, Boston 
Montpelier - Providence 

3:30 ï 4:00 pm Council of Presidents Annual Meeting Augusta 

5:00 ï 6:00 pm Nutmeg Statewide PTA Annual Meeting Augusta 

7:00 ï 11:00 pm Gala 
Spirit Awards 
Scholarships 
Nutmeg Awards 

Grand Ballroom 

2010 Convention Timeline  

Thursday 

Friday 



Friday, April 9, 2010ï Workshops at our Convention 
 
 
 

A1 -OUR HISTORY IS OUR FUTURE panel of past and current presidents talking about their accomplishments and how 

things really have and havenŪt changed over the years. 

Presenters: Peg Perillie, Carol Duggan, Pat Sidas, Sally Boske, Melissa Johnson and Marne Usher 

  

A2 ŧ ŬHOW SCHOOL COUNSELORS HELP ALL STUDENTS SUCCEEDŭ parents and others often mistakenly view 

school counselors as a resource only for students who are facing behavioral, emotional, or academic challenges, when in fact, 

their main purpose is to serve every child through the delivery of  k-12 comprehensive school counseling school-wide pro-

grams.  learn what services are provided, what knowledge and skills are taught, and what supports are available to students 

through these programs, designed to ensure that all children succeed in school and throughout life, regardless of where their 

interests and talents take them 

Presenters:  Kathleen Scully, school counselor, president, ct. school counselor association;  

Dr. Rachelle Perusse, Associate Professor, counseling psychology, NEAG School Of Education, UCONN 

  

A3 ŧ DOES ŬNOŭ MEAN ŬNO,ŭ OR DOES ŬNOŭ MEAN ŬMAYBE?ŭ 

does your child know how to Ŭpush your buttons?ŭ when you say Ŭnoŭ to your child, do negotiations begin to try to change 

your answer? are behaviors negotiable or non-negotiable? Sometimes parents give mixed messages to their children when 

they use the word Ŭnoŭ and then change the answer to Ŭyes.ŭ parents often find themselves in conflict with their children 

when they use the word Ŭnoŭ. this interactive workshop will give parents techniques to use to face challenges with confi-

dence. the presentation will also focus on behaviors that are negotiable and non-negotiable. 

Presenter: Ellen Swan, BA, MA, MS, Director of Parenting in Action, LLC 

  

B1 ŧ SPECIAL EDUCATION LAW: ATTORNEYS REPRESENTING PARENTS AND SCHOOL BOARDS DISCUSS THE 

ISSUES.  This free seminar will address what every parent should know about their childŪs basic special education rights in 

and outside of school.  Hear both sides of the story and learn how attorneys representing parents and school boards can 

work together to resolve various disputes.  Presented by Phillip j. Cohn, attorney representing parents, from the law office of 

Phillip j. Cohn, llc, and Michelle Laubin, attorney representing school boards, from Berchem, Moses, & Devlin 

  

B2 ŧ MEDIA TRAINING - in a world where information is power, you need to learn how to obtain that power. Learn how 

to make strong media relationships. Put communications to work in support of your objectives. get your story noticed by the 

media; get the community involved to support your cause; finally get the appreciation your PTA deserves for all of its hard 

work. 

Presenter: Ann Baldwin 

  

B3 ŧ MALE INVOLVEMENT PANEL  ŧearlier this year, national PTA welcomed our first male president to lead PTA for 

the next two years. in most organizations, this appointment would not raise eyebrows. But when you walk the hallways of 

your school or are in a PTA meeting, that male presence stands out. It also stands out to our kids. Positive male role models 

are essential to our PTA mission and our schools. This panel will help you discover ways to Ŭthink like a guyŭ and provide 

experiences to increase male involvement in your school and pta. presenter: Derrick w. Byrd 



HOMEWORK TIPS TO AVOID HOMEWORK HASSLESŧ ORGANIZATION  

If your child is struggling in school it could be as simple as their organizational skills and/or not  turning in   com-

pleted homework on time. 

Homework is part of your childŪs educational learning process.  It helps to re-enforce skills learned during the 

daily classroom setting, can teach independent discovery of new information, and help your child develop organ-

izational skills. 

1.  Always have your child use an assignment notebook to write down their assignments. Even if they think they 

can remember their assignments. This is the first step to forming good organizational skills. 

2.  Before your child leaves a class and before they leave for school, they should look at their assignment note-

book to check that they have all the books, materials, and supplies they need to compete their homework. 

3.  Before your child leaves school, they should review their assignment notebook to be sure that they under-

stand the assignment.  If they are not sure of the work they should immediately ask the teacher for clarifica-

tion. 

4.  If your child feels like there is to much to do and  is overwhelmed, help them prioritize. Review and estimate 

how long it should take them to complete each assignment.  Decide if anything can be left until the next day 

or can be broken down into smaller parts over the next several days.  

 

  

CONNECTICUT PTA REFLECTIONS AWARD CEREMONY 

 

 

Connecticut PTAŪs  State winners for the Reflections Program will be honored during our      

Reflections Awards Ceremony. The Reflections State Awards program is planned for Thursday, 

May 6th  2010, from 6:00PM to 9:00PM at Roger Ludlowe Middle School, Fairfield, CT. 

This event will allow all the local units to be able to view the winning entries that will be on    

display prior to the  ceremony. By doing this, we will be able to share the students exceptional 

work in the arts. All chairs have already been notified by mail of any winners in their schools. We encourage your PTAs and 

winners to be on hand for the award ceremony . 

  All projects will be available for pick up after May 6th in the state office.  As always, you can make                     

arrangements to have someone else pick up your schoolŪs projects. Reflections entries can be mailed back to you if your PTA 

sends in a check for postage. The National winners, however, will not be  available for pick 

up, as they will be being judged at the National PTA. State PTA presidents and state         

reflection chairs  will receive a list of national award recipients in May. 

  

MASTER OF CEREMONIES- 

DESIREE FONTAINEŧ CHANNEL 8  

Roger Ludlowe Middle School 

689 Unquowa Rd, Fairfield CT 

C:/Users/station4/Documents/WEbsite/roger_ludlowe_ms.pub
http://www.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=689+unquowa+rd,+fairfield+ct&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=43.934478,67.851563&ie=UTF8&t=h&z=16&iwloc=A


CONVENTION HIGHLIGHTS FROM 2009 CONVENTION!                                                         

DONŪT MISS THE FUN THIS YEAR!! JOIN US!! 


