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From your State President, Marne Usher -—

Happy summer!

I have just returned from National PTA Convention in Memphis. Be-
sides eating some excellent barbecue and one of my personal favorites-
fried catfish, we had lots of great workshops and speakers and chances
to network with fellow PTA members from across the country. If you
have never attended a National PTA Convention you should seriously
consider putting some money in your budgets to send at least one person. It is a
legitimate PTA expense just like our state convention and its really professional
development for your PTA’s volunteer leaders. Look for pictures from Memphis
later in this bulletin.

One of the items we discussed in Memphis was the economic impact of our volun-
teer time. We all have a pretty good idea of how much money we raise to support
the programs our PTAs offer but what about all the volunteer hours we donate?
Last year | asked you to share with me the number of volunteer hours your PTA/
PTSA gives over the course of the school year. Based on the answers | received CT
PTA/PTSA volunteers give just under a million and half hours of their time for the
children of CT! The IRS values that time at $20.25 an hour so - we have donated
$26 million dollars in economic investment for our children with our time alone!
Nationally, with 38 states reporting thus far that number is $1.2 billion. Never
doubt for a second that the work you do makes a difference!

I would urge all of you to keep track of your volunteer hours for the upcoming
school year. Think of the power of these numbers when you talk to your school
boards about budget issues or need to explain the value of PTA! This year it will be
even easier to do just that because Just between Friends is rolling out a new feature
that will allow you track member volunteer hours online. This new system will be
demonstrated at our summer leadership training on July 31*. Go to www.ctpta.org
for more info on the leadership training (it’s free!) and start tracking those hours.
We know that the power of our collective PTA voice makes a difference in the lives
of our children and now we can also put a dollar value to all the time that we do-
nate!

Have a safe, fun, enjoyable summer with your families.
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The Value of your Membership Card

PTA  Proud Member 2010-2011
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Artwork from PTA Reflections

ALL PTA/PTSA MEMBERS SHOULD RECEIVE A MEMBERSHIP CARD. DID YOU KNOW YOUR
PTA CARD CAN GET YOU MEMBER DISCOUNTS? SOME EXAMPLES ARE :

Southwest Airlines Vacations - PTA members save 5% on vacation packages to over 40 destinations
in addition to everyday low rates and ongoing specials—

e Sharp - PTA members receive discounts ranging between 15-50% on a wide array of Sharp
products, including AQUOSe LCD televisions, calculators, air purifiers, and more when purchased
from a discounted online site for PTA members.

e Medic Alert - members receive a 20% discount for the Medic Alert Kid Smart program, providing 24-
hour child ID caregiver notification services and so many member benefits.

o T-Mobile - T-Mobile and PTA have partnered together to bring PTA members exclusive discounts on
wireless mobile service and equipment.

To learn more about Special Savings & Discounts for PTA Members visit www.pta.org/benefits

Did you ever think that when you hold your meetings, have every member bring their card to vote?
When you are taking a vote, only paid members of your unit can vote. Remember, you can belong to as
many PTA/PTSA units as you want but to be able to vote, you have to belong to that individual unit.

Also, there are more state and national benefits that paid members can take advantage of. Our
membership cards have great value. We encourage you to give all of your members a membership card
at your membership drives. Cards are ready for membership chairs to get ready for open houses in the
Fall. Call our office and get your cards mailed to you today.

For more information contact the CT PTSA Office at 203-281-6617 —
Email: connecticut.pta@snet.net or visit our website at www.ctpta.org
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WAYS TO INCREASE MEMBERSHIP

« Have a membership table at every PTA and school event. Open house, concerts, plays etc.

« It’s ok to brag. Make sure everyone knows the event that is happening is being done by the
PTA. Hang a sign or banner with your name on it.

o Ask the neighbors near your school. Make sure they get the newsletter and invitations to
events at your school.

o Ask the Board of Education members, Mayor or 1% Selectman, Common Council or
Selectmen, Superintendent ,and of course your principal.

« You did ask all of your teachers and paraprofessionals, right?
« Ask your aunts, uncles, grandmas, and granddads, to join your PTA!

o Outside members are awesome! Ask your employer, your hair dresser, your nail girl to join
your PTA!

« Take pictures at PTA events and post them on a school bulletin board or make a poster of
great PTA events! If your school has a website, see if the webmaster will post your pictures or
send them to the CT PTSA state office to be shared in our newsletter.

« Remind parents and teachers that PTA brings student and families together - share PTA event
stories! Ask staff to join. Send thank -you letters when they join — other staff members will
see positive results.

« Call your CT PTSA Office for help! They will send out a representative to a school event and
help you “push” PTA and how good it is for your school!

« Contact everyone who has inquired about membership and ask them to join.

o Make time to welcome or thank PTA event attendees and let them know the event was made
possible by PTA members. Ask those who enjoyed the event to join PTA to show their sup-
port for your unit.

FACT ABOUT ASKING PEOPLE
TO JOIN PTA:
In a recent PTA survey, 40% of respondents said
the reason people do not join PTA is

***NO ONE ASKED THEM***



N Connecticut

DISCOUNT PTSH

POW=RY

From: Marne Usher, CT PTSA President
Doug Newman, CT PTSA Help & Save Program Coordinator
Re: CT PTSA HELP & SAVE PROGRAM

The CT PTSA is pleased to offer the HELP & SAVE DISCOUNT POWER PROGRAM for all PTA/
PTSA and SEPTA units and members to HELP their local unit and SAVE on their electric rates
too! Please read below for further information.

SAVE

Connecticut businesses and residents SAVE up to 20% on the cost of your electricity!

HELP

In addition to saving money on the generation portion of your electric bill, you will also be
supporting your local PTA Unit. Each month your Unit will receive a commission based on all
kilowatt hours enrolled in the CT PTSA Help & Save Discount Power Program. The more kilo-
watts enrolled, the greater the financial assistance to your Unit! See commission illustration
below.

EXAMPLE OF AVERAGE UNIT COMMISSION

Accounts  Average Annual Total Annual

Enrolled Kilowatts Kilowatts
Residential Accounts 125 9,000 1,125,000
Commercial Accounts 10 60,000 600,000
Total Kilowatts 1,725,000
Commission Rate per Kilowatt Hour x $0.00050
Commission to Unit (Annual, paid monthly via EFT). $862.50

WHO CAN ENROLL

Anyone with a CL&P or Ul account is eligible to enroll, including businesses. This is not limited

G2 te¢lkte¢{! YSYOSNARA® !yez2yS gK2 SyNRffa d
and will be financially supporting your unit. Ask your neighbors, friends and family to enroll

and get local business to Help & Save your Unit.



SERVICE & BILLING STILL PROVIDED BY CL&P or Ul

You will continue to receive one monthly bill (from CL&P or Ul) as usual and continue to pay
that one bill just as you have been. You will see only two changes on your bill:

1. Discount Power will be listed as your electric supplier.

2. Your new lower kilowatt rate!

CL&P and Ul do not earn profits by selling electricity (electric generation supply). With the de-
regulation of the industry, they make their earnings from the distribution (transmission) of
electricity by building, maintaining and servicing the delivery infrastructure. By law, they can-
not earn a profit from selling the commodity and therefore encourage customers to sign up
with a third-party electric generation suppliers, like Discount Power.

EASY ONLINE ENROLLMENT

Visit www.CTPTSAdiscountpower.com to enroll, it takes only a few minutes. The information
required to enroll is all located on your recent CL&P or Ul bill. The new rate will take effect
with your next meter read date (listed on your bill). The sooner you enroll, the sooner you will
Help & Save!

FREE ENROLLMENT, NO FEES, NO CREDIT CHECKS, NO OBLIGATIONS

ClvQ{

+AaA0 6606d/ ¢t ¢{! RA&O2dzy i L2 6 S NSPRIA HelpBRBAVE C! v !
Program Coordinator, Doug Newman, Email: ctptsa.discountpower@gmail.com or Cell: (203)
516-1006.

HOW DOES OUR UNIT PARTICIPATE
It is easy! Go to the CT PTSA website, www.ctpta.org and click on the CT PTSA Help & Save

Discount Power Program and sign up by reviewing the Participation Agreement with your
dzy A Qa 2FFAOSNEOD

Visitwww.CTPTA.organd click on Help & Save Discount Power Program or contact:
Doug Newman, CT PTSA Help & Save Program Coordinator

Email: CTPTSA.discountpower@gmail.com

Cell: (203) 516-1006



C:/Users/station4/Documents/Discount Power
mailto:ctptsa.discountpower@gmail.com
http://www.ctpta.org/
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Memphis, Tennessee
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CT PTSA State President Marne Usher
at the National PTA Convention with
Former National PTA Presidents
Ginny Markell & Anna Wesehak

.

Kathy Huber, Marne Usher and Jan Kramptiz

Chuck Saylors, Betsy Landers, Marne Usher
and Teresa Williams

What is Memphis without Elvis? While some of ug
attended the National Convention we squeezed i Jim Accomando, First Vice President and
visitto Graceland. Truly Amazing! Sally Boske, Executive Director CT PTSA
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Pat Daigle,
| Erica
Lombard
and Jessica
Piccrillo

Mike Taylor, b~ Pictured is National President Chuck Saylors with CT State PTSA
VP of Legislative = President Marne Usher accepting a Membership Award for the state of CT!




Pa/ge 8
July Newslettayr

FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTORO
SALLY BOSKE
Well it has been a busy month! During the month of June, I attended 5 x.

Presidents only training around the state. It was great to meet some new

people and renew acquaintances with some old friends.

I also attended the National PTA convention which was held in

Memphis, Tennessee (look for some photos in this issue). What a great

conference and what a great city! I had my fill of catfish and barbecue,

went to see the home of Elvis Presley and, oh yeah,

attended some great workshops and general sessions.

I brought home some great ideas for the board to discuss and hopefully they will implement
one or two of them. Part of the training was specific for office managers and it is such a great
opportunity to share and network with others from around the country.

Right now we are really busy getting things ready for the 2010 Statewide Leadership Training.
There will be two tracks to the training, one for new board members and one for experienced
board members. You do not have stay within your track; you can go to whatever workshop
you want. Plus ,we will have even more workshops that are for everyone.

We will also be having a session just for students. A mailing was sent to all middle and high
school presidents with a challenge to bring at least one student to the training. If you are the
parent of a middle or high school student, please bring them with you so that they can partici-
pate in the student session.

We will be packing a lot of information into the day and there will be something for everyone.
So bring your entire board and the chairs of your committees that should be getting informa-
tion on the different subjects. Remember this is FREE, so bring as many people as you want!
Just register online at www.ctpta.org.

We will also be conducting a survey of our PTA leaders this summer. We want to know what
kind of programs and services you would like to see the state PTSA offer. We want to know
what kind of convention would appeal to you and what kind of leadership training. We want to
know what kind of speakers, subjects you would like to see at the annual meeting and so much
more. Remember we are your state PTSA, so tell us what you want! WE ARE HERE FOR
YOU.

So I hope to see you all on July 31% in my hometown of Middletown!
Wear your shorts and get ready for a jam packed day of information,
sharing and fun!

Your Executive Director

dathy
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Analisse

4 Ifa picture paints a thousand words then it's OK to become
* speechless when you look into four year old Analisse's
beautiful brown eyes. This bright and beautiful little girl is
looking for a very special family to take her home from the
hospital where she has lived her entire life thus far.

Playful and engaging, Analisse is quick to share her
beautiful smile; and one-on-one attention allows her to
thrive and grow. Listening to someone reading her a book
or coloring with a friend provides her with the special time
she craves. Analisse loves hugs and enjoys interacting with all her friends and staff at the hos-
pital. She would love having sisters or brothers in her family.

Analisse 1s diagnosed with Spina Bifida and as a result she has many medical issues a  family
will learn about and receive training and support to meet her needs. She uses a wheelchair to
help her with mobility, she has a G-tube to help her with feeding and she has a ventilator to
help her with breathing. Having a parent to be at home with Analisse will be necessary to meet
her medical needs and it will be important that none of her family members smoke or have
pets.

There are many people involved in Analisse's life to help her succeed. She utilizes services
through Occupational Therapy, Physical Therapy and Speech Therapy and it is wonderful to
watch the gains she makes on an ongoing basis. Analisse is ready to enter the school system
and it is anticipated she will thrive in this setting.

Although all of the medical and supportive services are needed for Analisse to grow and learn,
what she needs mostis a family. The fulfillment of loving this awesome little girl will bring
many heartfelt rewards to the right family.

Contact: Katie Churchill, 860-550-6307
Office of Foster Care and Adoption Services,
Department of Children and Families,
505 Hudson Street, Hartford, CT 06106
www.ct.gov/dcf

Photo by: Stacy Crowell
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Board leaders: bring your new board members to this important day.

New Board Member Orientation

July 31, 2010
Conference 10:30 ani 4:00 pm
Keigwin MS, 99 Spruce St., Middletown

AGENDA

Student Leadership Training Seminar 11:00° 12:30
Media Center

NEW BOARD MEMBER TRACK LEADERSHIP TRACK
10:307 11:00 am 10:307 11:00 am
Conference Registration Conference Registration
Joint Sessions Joint Sessions
11:00 am 7 11:30 am 11:00 am 7 11:30 am
Roles and Responsibilities - Auditorium Roles and Responsibilities - Auditorium
Presenters: Presenters:
Marne Usher, President and Marne Usher, President and
Jim Accomando,®1Vice President Jim Accomando,®1Vice President
11:30 pm T 12:00 pm 11:30 am T 12:00 pm
2 Concurrent Optional Offerings 2 Concurrent Optional Offerings
Budgets, Financial reports and tax forms - Reflections T
Auditorium Cafeteria

Presenter: Mary Pisani, Secretary/Treasurer Presenter: Sarah Beier and Annie Baldarelli

12:00 pm - 12:30 pm 12:.00 pm - 12:30 pm
Just Between Friends How to present to your board of education
Auditorium Cafeteria
Presenter: TBD Presenter: Mike Taylor, VP Legislation
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AGENDAT CONTINUED

12:30 pm T 1:00 pm 12:30 pm 1 1:00 pm
Lunch Lunch
Cafeteria Cafeteria
12:30 pm 1 1:00 pm 12:30 pm 1T 1:00 pm
Congress of Council €Eoprpgidesateb W@leehchlh Pres
1:00 pm T 2:00 pm 1:00 pm T 2:00 pm
Joint Sessions Joint Sessions

The Future of Education in CT - Auditorium The Future of Education in CT - Auditorium

Presenters: Allan Taylor, Chair of CT Board Presenters: Allan Taylor, Chair of CT Board
of Education and Mark McQuillan, CT Com- of Education and Mark McQuillan, CT Com-

mission of Education mission of Education
2:00 pm T 2:30 pm 2:00 pm T 2:30 pm
The Importance of Insurance - Auditorium Student Involvement - Cafeteria
Presenter: AIM and/or Presenter: Student Representatives

Sally Boske, Executive Director

230 pm T 3:00 pm 2:30 pm T 3:00 pm
Fundraising - Cafeteria How to move up to the state level and sit on
state wide committees
Auditorium

Presenter: Mary Pisani, Secretary/Treasurer Presenter. Don Romoser, Vice President and
Peg Perillie, Health & Welfare Commissioner

Joint Sessions Joint Sessions

3:00 pm T 3:30 pm 3:00 pm T 3:30 pm

Membership Growth and Retention - Membership Growth and Retention
Auditorium Auditorium
Presenter: Don Romoser Presenter: Don Romoser

3:30 pm T 4:00 pm 3:30 pm T 4:00 pm

Conflict Management - Auditorium Conflict Management - Auditorium
Presenters: Marne Usher, President and Presenters: Marne Usher, President and

Jim Accomando,®1Vice President Jim Accomando, 1st Vice President

register go online at: www.ctpta.org



LET CT PTSA KNOW WHO YOUR
NEW OFFICERS ARE FOR 2010-2011

Connecticut
: Even if you are returning as the same officer, all units must submit a
P , m 2010-2011 school year Officer Information Sheet.
Connecticut PTSA Just go to our website at www.ctpta.org—

click on Membership then Officer Information Sheet—

Wilbur Cross Commons We made it Simple!

60 Connolly Parkway

Building 12, Suite 103 Your PTA Membership cards are in the State Office and can be
Hamden, CT 06514 mailed out as soon as we receive your Officer Information Sheet.
203-281-6617 Remember, to have your membership cards all ready for your open
203-281-6749 (fax) house. This is your largest parent event of the season and a good
www.ctpta.org place to get members!!

For additional information contact the CT PTSA Office at 203-281-6617 —

connecticut.pta@snet.net ’ _ o !
Email: ab_connecticut.pta@snet.net or visit our website at www.ctpta.org
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BIG BOX OF ’
POSSIBILITIES

PTA/PTSA PRESIDENTS, REGISTER FOR YOUR FREE BOX TODAY! N\
GREAT ITEMS FOR YOUR SCHOOL YEAR!
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