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Greetings, 

Last month I addressed transitions. I hope that as your school year draws to a close you have your transition 

plans in place whether they are for your PTA or for your children transitioning to a new grade or a new school. 

In preparation for summer and the down time that often involves less meetings but more planning sessions I 

would like to share with you some of my favorite things. Those of you who have received email from me know 

that I always close my mail with a quote and that those quotes have changed over the course of the year. I have 

amassed a collection of quotes that inspire, support, motivate and yes, even amuse me. As we move into our 

planning time I would like to share some of my favorites with you in hopes that maybe one will speak to you as 

they speak to me. 

"People with a negative attitude brighten the whole room when they leave."  

~Anonymous  

"When we are judging others, we have no time to love them.  

~Mother Theresa  

" Though no one can go back and make a brand new start,                                                                         

anyone can start from now and make a brand new ending."  

~Carl Bard  

"Things that matter most must never be at the mercy of things that matter least."  

~Goethe  

"It's all about dreams. If I had to attribute my success in life to any one thing it is this.                                     

I believed in my dreams, even when no one else did."  

~Oprah Winfrey  

"Books are companions, teachers, magicians, bankers of the treasures of the mind.                                 

Books are humanity in print."  

~Barbara Tuchman  

"What you leave behind is not what is engraved in stone monuments,                                                          

but what is woven into the lives of others."  

~Pericles  

"To make mistakes is human; to stumble is commonplace;                                                                      

to be able to laugh at yourself is maturity."  

~William Arthur Ward  

"Donôt be afraid to ask dumb questions. Theyôre more easily handled than dumb mistakes." 

~William Wister Haines  

"When your values are clear to you, making decisions becomes easier.ò 

~Roy Disney  

"Progress involves risk. You can't steal second base and keep your foot on first."  

~Frederick Wilcox  

 

 Have a glorious summer!  

 

Marne Usher,  President CT PTSA 

203 -281 -6617  

203 -281 -6749 Fax 

www.ctpta.org        connecticut.pta@snet.net 



New Board Member Orientationï                                                                                

Call the State office to Register today or register online 

And Board Leadership 
Saturday, July 31, 2010 

Conference 10:30 am ï 4:00 pm 

Keigwin MS, 99 Spruce St., Middletown 

Board leaders: bring your new board members to this important day. 
AGENDA  

 

Student Leadership Training Seminar 11:00 ð 12:30 
Media Center 

NEW BOARD MEMBER TRACK  LEADERSHIP TRACK  

10:30 ð 11:00 am 10:30 ð 11:00 am 

Conference Registration 

  
Conference Registration 

                                                  Joint Sessions 
  11:00 am ð 11:30 am                    

 Roles and Responsibilities -  
Auditorium  

Presenters: Presenters: Marne Usher, President and 

Jim Accomando, 1st Vice President 
 

11:30 am ð 12:00 pm  
 Just Between Friends ð 

 Presenter:   JBF Team                                           
Annie Baldarellið CT PTSA Office 

  

11:30 pm ð 12:00 pm  
Budgets, Financial reports and tax forms - 

Auditorium      
 Presenter: Mary Pisani, Secretary/Treasurer 

  

12:00 pm - 12:30 pm  
How to present to your board of  education 

-    Auditorium  
 Presenter: Mike Taylor, VP Legislation 

12:.00 pm - 12:30 pm 
 Reflections ð 

 Cafeteria 
 Presenter: Sarah Beier  

 
 
 
 
 

        SAVE ONE SUMMER DAY FOR CT PTSA              

FREE Training and Lunch!!                    
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12:30 pm ð 1:00 pm                                                      
 Lunch 

Cafeteria  

  

12:30 pm ð 1:00 pm                                                          
Congress of Council Presidentsõ Meeting  

                                                       Joint Sessions 
  1:00 pm ð 1:30 pm                                                                             

The Future of  Education in CT -                                                                                                                                    
Auditorium                                                                                  
Presenters:                                                                                                                    

 Allen Taylor, Chair of  CT Board of  Education and                                                                 
Mark McQuillan, CT Commission of  Education 

 

2:00 pm ð 2:30 pm                                                               
The Importance of  Insurance -                   

Auditorium                          
Presenter: AIM  

Sally Boske, Executive Director  CT PTSA 

2:00 pm ð 2:30 pm                                                            
Student Involvementñ                                      

Cafeteria                                                       
Presenter: Student Representatives 

                             

2:30 pm ð 3:00 pm                                                            
How to move up to the state levelñ                                    

Auditorium                                                    
Presenter: Don Romoser, VP Membership                                            

Peg Perillie, Health & Welfare Commissioner 

 2:30 pm ð 3:00 pm                                                          
Fundraising -  

Cafeteria                                                         
Presenter: Mary Pisani, Secretary/Treasurer                                    

Joint Sessions  
3:00 pm ð 3:30 pm                                  

 Membership Growth and Retention -  
Auditorium                                                    

  
 

3:30 pm ð 4:00 pm                                                                       

Conflict Management - 
 Auditorium                                        

Presenters: Marne Usher, President and 

Jim Accomando, 1st Vice President  

 
 

   For additional information contact the CT PTSA Office at 203-281-6617 ς 

     Email:  connecticut.pta@snet.net or visit our website at www.ctpta.org 

mailto:connecticut.pta@snet.net
http://www.ctpta.org


 
 
 
 

Reflections Awards Ceremony A Success 
On Thursday, May 6th  CT PTSA held its Awards 

ceremony for all  Reflection      Winners and 

their families. The ceremony was held  at Roger 

Ludlowe Middle School in Fairfield, CT.  Desiree 

Fountaine from    News Channel 8 was our mas-

ter of ceremonies. It was a great night, the      

students were so thrilled and excited to meet a 

òTV Celebrityó and to be presented with their 

awards!  Over 400 attended   including  local 

fire men from  the Fairfield Fire Dept. who 

came to show their support for one of our win-

ners!  We thank all who    participated in Re-

flections this year.  We at CT PTSA   always look 

forward to this remarkable arts program and 

canõt wait until next year to see what our stu-

dents submit!    All entries were returned to   

Reflection Chairs or PTA/PTSA Presidents.  If 

you have any questions, please call the state 

office @ 203-281-6617. 

 

2010-2011 THEME IS 

ôTOGETHER WE CANó 

PLAN AHEADé..If your school did not participate in                     

Reflections, maybe this is your year to start!  Call our office for 

details at 203-281-6617 


